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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Iowa Credit Union Foundation Reaches Out to Unbanked Hispanics in Polk County
Des Moines, Iowa— “Credit Unions: The Best Choice for You!” is the English translation of the Iowa Credit Union Foundation's awareness campaign that targeted unbanked Hispanics in Polk County  to raise awareness about best financial practices. The Foundation commissioned Diverse Innovative Solutions to develop a multi-media campaign underwritten by a $10,000 community grant from Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino. 
The purpose of the campaign was to encourage underserved populations to secure their money by entering the financial mainstream and raise awareness among Polk County’s unbanked, Spanish-speaking population about the existence of credit unions. 

“There is a strong need to raise awareness among Latinos about the financial products and services credit unions provide,” said Warren Morrow, partner of Diverse Innovative Solutions. “Many Latinos in this area do not understand or trust financial institutions, and it is our mission to break down that barrier to gain their trust.”
This campaign ran in various Polk County Hispanic media from September through December 2006. Through radio and print media, as well as through strategic distributions of informational materials, the campaign has surpassed the goal of reaching 10,000 Hispanics in the Polk County area. In addition, the campaign components are available on the IowaCreditUnions.com website.

“The Iowa Credit Union Foundation is committed to promoting consumer financial education to Iowa communities, and this campaign is just one way we are fulfilling our mission,” said Mariann Peterson, Chair of the Iowa Credit Union Foundation. “We hope this campaign will be used as a model by all credit unions throughout the state.” 

Founded in 1995, the Iowa Credit Union Foundation's primary focus is to serve as the philanthropic arm of the Iowa Credit Union League. In addition to providing support during disasters, the mission of the Foundation is: "To Promote Consumer Financial Education and Perpetuate the Credit Union Community." For more information, visit the Foundation section of IowaCreditUnions.com. 

Diverse Innovative Solutions (DIS) is Iowa’s only economic development consulting firm focused on multicultural and other emerging markets. Experienced community developers established DIS to effectively reach emerging markets – always with the goal of orchestrating “double-bottom line” solutions for clients and communities. DIS specializes in market strategies consulting services to Iowa and U.S. credit unions seeking to reach underserved markets.
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