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The Ping Pong Ball Challenge
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Each team has been given two paper bags:
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One bag contains 6 “tools”

· One bag contains 6 ping-pong balls

Your Challenge:
After removing the “tools” from their bag, use all six tools to move the 6 ping-pong balls from one bag to the other.  You must adhere to the following rules as you complete your task: 

1. The 2 bags must remain at least 4 feet apart at all times.

2. You must use ALL of the tools.


3. You may use each tool only once.

4. The ping-pong balls may touch ONLY the paper                                            bags and the tools. 

PING PONG CHALLENGE

SET-UP

Provide each group with a brown paper bag (lunch size) containing 6 ping-pongs.  

Provide each group with the following “tools” in another paper bag.  

A plastic spoon, a straw, a piece of tape (about 2 inches),

A piece of string (about 12 inches), a tongue depressor, and a push tack.

Read the instructions to the entire group and provide a set at each table.  Make sure everyone is clear about the rules.  Ask each team to decide who will be the observer. 

During the challenge, be sure to walk around and remind them of the rules if necessary.  Make your own observations about team work and creativity.  

After everyone has successfully completed the challenge, or met a time limit if you choose to set one, ask the observer to report his or her observations.    

The Ping Pong Ball Challenge

Observer’s Notes
How did the group use each tool?

How did the group decide who would do each task?

Did a leader emerge in your group?

Did everyone and participate and contribute to the challenge solution?

Were the rules followed?

· Bags remained 4 feet apart

· All tools were used

· Each tool was used only once

· Ping-pong balls touched only the paper bags and the tools
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